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CHAPTER VI

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS
Chapters Two and Three

Chapter two starts with a reference to the past {verse 2) and
this is repeated in verse eleven. Twice the Apostle takes us back
to the time before we were saved, with its unbelief and ignor-
ance. Some troths can only be adequately set forth by contrast.
The supreme exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Church
which is His Body is like an exceedingly precious jewel that
shines all the more resplendently when set against the darkness
of sin and death. And so Paul reminds us of what we once were
by nature, sinners, walking according to the course of this world,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and the mind and under the
domination ol the “ruler of the authority of the air” (Satan,
verse 2). In other words, we were children of wrath even as
others who know not God and His way of salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. This contrast throws a vivid light on the
condition of the unsaved. All such are being “‘encrgized” by
Satan——although unknown and unfelt by them. They imagine
that they are doing what they want, but verse two reveals that
they are doing what the Deceiver wants. And we would remind
our readers that the Satan of Scripture is not the horned and
hoofed monster of Christendom, urging men and women to
gross acts of wickedness. He is the “angel of light” (2 Cor.
11:14) who is quite willing for all to go on even in respectability
ard refinement of outlook, providing they do net come into
fiving contact with the Saviour of sinners. It is possible that this
attitude correctly describes the reader of these lines. Where
are you placing your faith? In good living, church going and
service [or others? Or perhaps in living just as it appeals to you?
Or is your hope and trust in Christ and Him alone? Oniy He can
break this domination and “in-working™ of the prince of the
power of the air in the lives of the unsaved. And He waits to be
appropriated as Saviour and Deliverer in this age of grace and
opportunity which appears to be so fast running to its close.
There is no other way of escape (John 14:6). Ephesians 2:1-3

bids us look back and see the condition we were in ‘‘by nature”,
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